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PIPPIRA DIAGRAM 










BIRDY BEAK: 
MADE OF PLASTIC 


BIRDY HEAD: 
IN ORDER TO CONFUSE THEIR ENEMIES, 
IT LOOKS MUCH LIKE AN OLD MAN'S COMBOVER. 


BIRDY CLAIRVOYANCE 


BIRDY BLUE AND PINK 
NOSE: FOR GENTS, 
WHITE AND BROWN 
FOR LADIES.* 


BIRDY BRAIN: 
THE TYPE TO 
HOLD A GRUDGE 











BIRDY SHARP EARS: 
THEY'RE COVERED BY FEATHERS, 
BUT DON'T BE FOOLED! 





A YAKUZA TATTOO SO 
BIRDY CHEEK: SCANDALOUS IT WOULD 
LIKES IT WHEN SHOCK A CRYING CHILD 
THEY'RE RUBBED. INTO SILENCE. 


BIRDY TALL: 
GETS MAD IF 
YOU GRAB IT. 










$O YOU DON'T 


MISTAKE ONE FOR 

ANOTHER, 

I THINK. UNDERFEATHERS 
WHERE THE BOMBS 
COME OUT! 


BIRDY BELLY: 
PACKED FULL OF 
HAPPINESS. 





BIRDY FEET: 
THEY SKITTER AROUND 
LIKE A COCKROACH. 





“NOTE: AVERAGE BUDGIES ARE FEMALE IF THEIR NOSE IS PINK. PIPPIRA IS A RECESSIVE PIED, THEREFORE PINK IS FOR MALES. 





THERE ARE TIMES WHEN 
YOUR PRECIOUS EVERYDAY LIFE 
IS INTERRUPTED BY SOMEONE 
SUDDENLY DROPPING INTO IT. 


THIS BOOK IS ABOUT 
ONE SUCH TIME. 

















































































































I SPOTTED A VERY 
STRANGE THING... 


WHAT COULD IT | == 
POSSIBLY BE? | _ 

































































































































































































































































I WENT AND 
CHECKED THIS. 
BOOK OLIT OF 
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BIRD FEED, BUT... 
I WONDER IF THIS 
16 ANY GOOD? 
















































































































































































YOU DON T EAT 
LIKE A BIRD 
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UH OH, T'VE 
GOT A BAD FEELING 
ABOUT THAT! 








BUT THERE WERE 
ALSO THINGS I 
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IN OTHER 
WORDS, => 
















































































FOUND 
BIRD 
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THIS THING IS 
FREELOADING 

OFF ME 

RIGHT NOW, 






































































































































I BET THE 
PEOPLE AT 
YOUR OLD 
HOUSE ARE 
WORRIED... 


IF YOU COULD STAY 

HERE FOREVER, THAT 

WOULD DEFINITELY 
BE GOOD TOO... 


HEY GIMME A ISN'T IT A LITTLE 
BREAK AND 
LISTEN, WILL CHI CHI YOLRSELE CHAN? 


YOUL!? CHI CHIII 
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BECAUSE WE 
TRUST EACH 
OTHER, RIGHT 
PIPPIRA-CHAN? 


S</) 


ALRIGHT YOU, 
TLL GIVE YOU 
ONE MORE 


CHANCE... 
DO IT RIGHT! 
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is 











TM KATSUMI KASHIDA. 
THIS TS FOR TAKING 
SUCH GOOD CARE OF 


: i | Pese 4 








MY SIZE AND 


HOPE T BEAUTY ARE 
THEY {te ‘| ) WHILE PIPPIRA- SUCH THAT YOU 

CAN BE = hel | [| CHAN WAS GONE, CANNOT HELP 

FRIENDS. | |] I TOOK IN JUMBO BUT BE 


BUDGIE HERE... COMPLETELY : 
OVERWHELMED tf 


BY THE SIGHT 


ITISf, 
JUMBO THE 
BUDGERIGAR, 
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IF IWERETO 
COMPARE MYSELF 
70 THE WHOLE 
OF THE PARROT 
AND PARAKEET 











oat seI THINK JAMBO 
MEANS HELLO IN 


0a, SWAHILI, AND THAT 
mb, /) SOUNDS JUST LIKE 
: JUMBO WHEN 
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YOu SAY IT 
OUT LOUD. 


SORRY! I JUST ITWOULD 

COULDN'T STAND a BE RIGHT 
THE TENSE 

ATMOSPHERE!! 


























HUH? 
PIPPIRA-CHAN 
CAME BACK 
THERE? 








AH! THANKS SO PRETTY COOL HOW 
MUCH!! TLL PIPPIRA'S SPEAKING 
ABSOLUTELY SOUNDED EXACTLY 
SPOIL HIM, LIKE KATSUMI'S 
I PROMISE! 


IDION'T SAY SS 


YOU COULD COME 
LIVE HERE!! 
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I BET THIS 
































































































































































































IS THE FIRST 
TIME YOU'VE 
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OK, DON'T BE 
SCARED! 
q Z 4 
er Z| 
s (| 
al Ea 
e iN 222% 
\ i | i A Ze = == 
TH MI) === 


EVEN THOUGH 
IT’S ONLY ~— 
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T FEEL LIKE 
_ IT'S BEEN 











IF ONLY 
ICOULD 
RETURNTO 
THOSE FAR- 
OFF TIMES! 
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SOMEHOW I FEEL 
LIKE YOU'VE BEEN 
THINKING ABOUT 
ACTING MORE 
SASSY THAN USUAL, 
HUH? BUT JUST 
THINKING 
ABOUT IT. 
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I GOTTA 
GET OUT TO 
THE PUBLIC 

BATH...! 


WHAT AM 
I GONNA DO 
FOR DINNER.. 

















| AHHH, 
FINALLY FEEL 
LIKE A HUMAN 
BEING AGAIN! 


EEEE! CHECK IT 
OUT, I BOUGHT 
THIS GREAT 








te; _NOW LET'S 
T THAT POT, 





*ODEN IS A HOT SOUP MOSTLY EATEN IN WINTER 
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IF YOU LOOK 
REALLY CLOSE, 
THEY ACTUALLY 


EYELASHES! 
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MereLBa LITTLE PET BIRD, 
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BUILT UP 
YOUR 

EXPEC- 

TATIONS 





























I WONDER IF 
BIRDS ARE LIKE 
OTHER PETS, AND 

START TO LOOK 


BOYFRIEND 
IS REALLY 


BAD WITH 
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BIRDS. 
He TOLD Me | <' & 
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9& THE TRUE ANSWER IS ON THE NEXT PAGE! 
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ALL OF A 
SUDDEN, 
PIPPIRA 
GOT REALLY 
CLINGY. 








BUOGIES 


BECAUSE OF THIS 
HANDS BEHIND THE 


BUT I THINK 
ITS BECAUSE 
THEY'RE ALWAYS 


AH! HEY, V4 
MY BOOK!! 
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YOU SEE, 
TODAY'S 
PIPPIRA'S 
BIRTHDAY, SO 
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TOGETHER 
YOUR COOL 
NEW SWING 
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cot BUNDLE OF 
KITESTRING 










I'M GONNA BE 
WRITING AN 
ARTICLE FOR 
THE SHOPPING 
CENTER'S 
NEWSLETTER, 


NOW, WHERE IS 
MY ERASER... 
OH, THANKS! 








“AN INTRODUCTION 
TO INOUE CAFE" 





















































MIND IS 
COMPLETELY 
BLANK! 








THEY'RE A 

























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































iy RUNNING AN | 
| INTRODUCTION 
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ad PAPER, 
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: HA, $0, FIRSTLY, 
‘ THE ORIGIN? whare THE 
IT'S NOTHING ORIGIN OF THE 
SPECIAL! NAME INOUE 
DINER? 
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JY IAA a , 
f 
© 7 
IT'S BECAUSE i 
WE'RE "IN THE WAY" 
AND 50 YOU CAN 
"DINE HERE"... 
/ YY : i 
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x. Se #8 
WHAT?? ARE 
DOI, YOU SERIOUS?? wt 
TM REALLY HONEY? SEE... 
WORRIED! o 
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: = T FINISHED 
fais WRITING 
OUR SHOP'S 
v7 yy INTR 


ARTICLE! 
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UNFORTUNATELY, 
IT DOESN'T 
SEEM TO BE 
QUITE DONE 
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ae "WIE ALSO HAVE 


A BEAUTIFUL 
fal a WATTRESS 
‘< YOU'VE GOTTA 
SEE." 
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TM GOING 
ABROAD, SOT 
WANTED TO 
HAVE NEW 
YEAR'S SOBA 
AT HOME 
BEFORE I LEFT. 


OH My! 
WELL THEN, 
TLL GIVE 
YOU AN 
EXTRA-LARGE 


2 YEP, OKAY KIMI, 
LEAVE HERE YOU 
IT TO GO! THANKS 
Me! ALoT! 




















HE'S CALLED 
JUMBO BUDGIE. 
HE'S A DIFFERENT 
SPECIES THAT'S A | -IT 
BIT BIGGER THAN tte ty \ GOT $0 
AVERAGE. VU \ BIG... 
3 | 
a ‘ e 




















ALL WHO SEE ME ITISf, 
ARE TRANSFIXED JUMBO THE 
BY MY LARGE BUDGERIGAR, 
AND MAJESTIC 

COUNTENANCE, 

AND ARE 

FOREVER 

ENRAPTURED, 


PIPPIRA, 
JUMBO WIL 
BE STAYING 

WITH US FOR 














aot Monin 




















AW, YOU'RE 


AWFULLY 
NERVOUS, 
AREN'T YOU? 


COMPARE A 
REGULAR 
BUDGERIGAR 
TO MYSELF. 








APPROACHES Hl KIMI! 
ANOTHER TO LET ME 
BE ENSLAVED SEE THE 
70 MY BEAUTY... 4 BIRDY 

PLEASE! 





























BEING AS BIG AS CAN BE, OUR CASA IS. 
INSTEAD OF MAKING SU CASA. FEEL FREE 
HIMSELF COMFORTABLE, | TO MAKE YOURSELF 
JUMBO MOSTLY MADE COMFORTABLE. 
PIPPIRA UNCOMFORTABLE 1) 
util 
' eH (pes 
04 yy | Vy) \ rp 
| [yi | a 
Nn nell 
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TTA age 
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OF COURSE 
IT'S GREAT TO 
CELEBRATE NEW |i 

UEies VERE 











i 


i ml 





HEY STOP! I ba 
DON'T NEED YOU TO preee rely youve 
MAKE THIS PLACE 


0 ANOTHER: 
THE FOOL, 
Ys 
iS 
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o™ 
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GOOD 
MORNING, 
EVERYONE!!! 





KIMI, I'M 
NOT SURE 
THAT'S HOW 
YOU USE 

REA | MAT 
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I WAS THINKING 

YOU MIGHT WANT 

TO TRY WEARING 
SOME MAKELIP 


) 
SG) 
©) 
(We 
WHOO, 
IT's $0 
COLD! 


WHAT D0 
YOU THINK 
THIS SOUND IS? 


ITS THE 
SOUND OF 
BEAK GRINDING. 
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IT WAS A LITTLE 

yy VATE, BUT T TOOK 
i 

Yj, A ACATION FROM 

ZZ WORK AND MADE A 

\NEW YEAR'S TRIP 

BACK HOME TO 

THE COUNTRY. 




























































































WELCOME 
HOME, KIMIKO! 
===] OH, ALEXANDRA 
CAME WITH 

YOU? 
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YOU KNOW 
KIMIKO... WHEN 
SHE WAS A 
SENIOR... 
Zi p. 
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IF YOU TELL 














HIM ANY MORE, 
HIS HEAD'LL 
POP OFF!! 




































































YOU WENT BACK 
























































































































































NAH, I HOME, KIMI? 
ALREADY WAS IT FOR YOUR 
DID THAT. COMING-OF-AGE 
CEREMONY? 
wy 
as rk | 
Co <7 ! 
a 
WE HAVEN'T 
HAHAHA, SEEN YOU IN A 
No WAY! BIT! THOUGHT 
YOU WENT TO 
GET MARRIED! 
wn yo 
oy on. Veh 
Sis eae) 






























































LIFE'S FULL OF 
UPS AND DOWNS, 
|| KIDDO. HAVE THIS 
||\ FOR DINNER, HUH? 

































































































































































































































































































































































I DIDN'T PUT KIMI, I'M SO SORRY! 
IANYTHING ON, T HEARD WHEN YOU WENT 
T DIDN'T MEET HOME, YOU PLT ON A NICE 
KIMONO AND HAD AN 
ARRANGED MEETING 
TOWARDS MARRIAGE, _ 
BUT HE DUMPED YOU! 
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i i 
I WROTE A LITTLE 
NOTE TO YOUR EMPLOYERS 
AT THE DINER. HERE 





YOU ARE, KEEP 
WORKING HARD. 


DEAR OWNERS OF —_ hs & 
THANKS FOR ALL YOU epee 


i} 
EER TAKING GOOD CARE OF Obie 


ere Ma 








LO Filing 
































AREN'T 
YOU COLD? 
















wu THAT BIRDS CAN 
TRAP AIR IN THEIR 
FEATHERS TO WARD 
OFF THE COLD, 








LIKE A LITTLE 
DOWN BLANKET ‘5 
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BON 


HOW “AN 
EMBARRASSING... r w 
































































































































BAREFOOT? 




















HMM... I CAN ASK 
MY BOSS AT THE 
DINER ABOUT IT. 
WHAT DO YOU 
THINK? 





I KINDA 
WANT TO TRY 
MAKING A 
CAKE FOR 
VALENTINE'S 











MAYBE HE CAN 
TEACH US HOW 
TO MAKE 
SOMETHING... 







































































IT WOULD | 
BE NICE TO Je 
GET SOME 4 


. Wa 
SUN... 4 e 
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IT’S JUST THE 
SNOW FALLING 
DOWN OFF THE 
ROOF, Y'SEE. 
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at 























THE 
SNOW 
SURE IS 
PILING 
uP OUT 
THERE. 










HONEY, YOU 
CANT GET 
DOWN OVER 
SOMETHING 
Like THIS! [_, \ 



























































MENTION IT, I DON'T 
REALLY HAVE ANYONE! 
I'M JEALOUS OF YOU 











OH, KIMI, 


WHO'RE YOU 
GONNA GIVE 
YOUR CAKE 


ISN'T THERE 
SOMEONE 
YOU LIKE? 





NOW THAT YOU 


KATSUMI! 





AND THEN 

THIS REALLY| 

a, CHTE GUEST 

a CA 
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I GUESS THE 
Wow! THAT BEST I COULD 
WOULD BE 

GREAT! 

































































45 






WN 


4 


fs 















































HAVE LONG 
UNDERWEAR 
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wow, 
YOU LOOK 

GREAT, 
KATSUMI! 


DOESN'T 
IT LOOK 
WEIRD? 


BUT THIS 
HEADPIECE... 
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Wail 























THERE'S 
A LOT OF 
CHICKWEED 
GROWING 
IN THE 


x) 
SOME FOR 
SUMBO! 
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WHEN IT BECOMES 
SPRING, IT STARTS 
TO GROW ALL OVER 


THIS IS A 
PLANT CALLED 
CHICKWEED. 


ROADSIDES AND 
EMPTY LOTS. 


PIPPIRA AND OTHER 
BUDGIES REALLY 
LOVE TO EAT THE 
FLOWERS AND BUDS. 


WHAT IF THIS AREA 
HAD BUDGIES INSTEAD 
OF SPARROWS? 














I THINK THE 
CHICKWEED 
ad WOULD PROBABLY 
| # Go exriner 
RIGHT AWAY. __ 
ow? SR s 
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THEY DON'T LEAVE THE SEEDS 


























































































































































































































































































































THINK YOU 
ARE, DAVID 
COPPERFIELD? q 


































































































“THE SOUND OF MONKS CHANTING THE LOTUS SUTRA. 
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AN 
THE TRUTH 
15, I'VE ALWAYS} 
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WES 
KIND OF HAD 


A CRUSH ON 
YOu. 
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HOW BIRDS GROW THEIR FEATHERS: pO ATS 
® Q ® Yee eS 


x eae see ne. .enee 
1's BY COM \ } 
FINISHED! <= LITTLE, © Z : 
Ir 7~2 im | 
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| CHANGING HIS 


OPENS! 











BIRD SKIN 


FEATHERS. 


De ria A 
Oe 





HE'LL GROW 
LATER ON. 





LITTLE BABY 
BIRDS MUST BIRDS CAN GO 
BE KIND OF BALD FROM 


RAISED YOU 
FOR ME, SHOCK, THOUGH. 








ONE WEEK AFTER 
LOSING HIS 
TAIL FEATHERS. 


TWO WEEKS 
AFTER. 


AND... THREE WEEKS 
AFTER. 


$0, WHICH 
WILL IT 
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os 








WHEW... I'M SO 
TIRED. THERE'S SO 
MUCH TO REMEMBER 
AND MY COWORKERS 

ARE SO STRICT... 


THAT's I oust 

NoT LIKE FEEL LIKE 
YOU AT I WANT TO 

ALL. QUIT AL- 
_ ° TOGETHER... 

nM 
> 
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2, 
by 










































































WELL, MOST PEOPLE WHO THINK 
OF THEMSELVES AS WORKERS FOR 
THE COMPANY FIRST AND FORE- 
MOST WON'T FEEL GUILTY AT ALL 
ABOUT YELLING AT YOU OR 
BULLYING YOU. 


$0 IF YOL| WANT TO 
LOOK AT IT IN A TOTALLY 
IRRATIONAL WAY, JUST 
THINK OF THE PAY YOU 
GET AS REPARATIONS 
FOR HAVING TO DEAL 















OH COME ON! 
ARE YOU HER 
SUPERIOR OR 
AREN'T YOU!? 

















OH, 
AM I? 


YOU'RE 
DRIBBLING. 








HOW'S 
LITTLE 
PIPPIRA 
DOING? 


































py) [IF ANYTHING 
ELSE HAPPENS, 
FEEL FREE TO 

ASK ME! 
aa 
Hi 

































































WHY THIS GUY o 
SEEMS SO 


O  someHow, 1 
FAMILIAR ©) JUST REALIZED... 


TO ME... 


a HE LOOKS JUST 


yen LIKE MY PARENTS’ 
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| T'M SUDDENLY 
GLAD I MADE 
SURE IT WAS 

a CHILD-SAFE. 
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HI, EVERYONE. 


HOPE YOU'RE 
ALL DOING 
i ( WELL... 
\ (Qe AL VEN 
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s&s Lo 





























Sal 


i 


" 





AUN 





HUH? FOR 

HAHA, SO BACK HOME? RN seuRe 

AWKWARD, SURE, I "70 
KIMI... GUESS. TA 

cA WSPECIAL 

NOTICE 

ap | OF 

ey fn \ ( THIS 

wf = GUY. 















































-.OF COURSE, 
iT WAS REALLY 
SUST HIM 
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LOOK, LOOK! 





I USED TO A 

















HAVE SOME YOU TAKE 
SPARROWS 

BACK IN er USI f 

THE DAY. “ a 






















































































2 ~~ X q * fy | 
hy 





AY 


DS 























































































































OH YEAH, I 
SHOULD PROBABLY 
BRING THEM 
SOMETHING FOR 
THE HOLISE. 
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Be “fain: 
ie 
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AAAAULILIGHHHY 
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OH YEAH, HERE, 
I BROUGHT YOU 
A HOLISE- 


| vy, 
‘ 









WE GOT HEYA, 
VEGGIES MITSUBA! 



































REALLY 
CAN'T DRINK. 
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a 

































































ESPECIALLY SINCE 

LAST NIGHT YOU WER’ h AW SEE, 

OH NOOO!! DRUNKENLY SHOWING: YOU CAN 
THE WHOLE SHOPPING| ! DRINK! 


CENTER YOUR PRO 
WRESTLING MOVES. 


Vue { 
WT 





Fe: 
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Y, 
YOU CAN $ 
COME 
TOO. ! 
Nil 


























I 
pt Y 


YOU'RE 


PRETTY GOOD 

At FIGURING | | BI YS 

our WHEN T’m| | Y 
ABOUT TO 


HAVE FUN. 





IZA AAW ly 
XY J ey 
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m 























uf 


i) 
WHEN YOU 
ARE DOING 


if 


ve 


vena 


HAVE ANY OF 

YOU HEARD OF 

THE ORIGAMI BOAT 
TRICK? 








AND 
WATER- 
MELON! 

































































































































































ey OOH, WHAT A 
GREAT LOOKING 
THERE 
una BAMBOO 
ve BRANCH! 
* oa iY 
d 
ic ae 
i 
HMM, sO 
HOW WHAT 
pour SHOULD] 
STARS? We 
KE..7 
és 
ae 
ego Je x l 
wo an = 
AlDYANERY : 
aa 





HOW CAN WE 
DECORATE WITH. 
SOMETHING LIKE 

THAT??? 
























































































































































I WISH TO 
LIVE INA 
























(\ 


1D pur + IT'S KIND OF PLAIN 
PIPPIRA AND NORMAL, BUT I'D 
up AT THE LIKE TO OPEN MY OWN 


iy RESTAURANT SOMEDAY... 
GF 


WOULD BE 
BUILT ON A 


MOON 
COLONY! 









I WISH FOR 
GOOD HEALTH 
FOR EVERYONE. 

-KIMIKO 


shh 


Ss 




















I WISH TO BE 


ABLE TO TAKE A 


NICE VACATION 


TRIP FROM TIME WW 


TO TIME. 
-OKAMI 




















































































































SALES WOULD 
INCREASE. = 
-OLD MAN RSS 



















































































I WISH THAT 












































































































































Is IT 
REALLY THAT 
INTERESTING 
70 yYOu?? 
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oY) 


ma 





ven WONDER 
WHAT HE'S 
DREAMING 









CAN'T HELP BUT 
FEEL STRICKEN. 
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ne 8: \ 7h 
5 ———— = ah 
PR = TU 
gal Se y) (i ho 
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20 HOURS 
EARLIER... 



































































































































































































































































































































5 HOURS 









































































































































































































































(an: 
ne 
iy “fers 
th 


GET EXCITED SEE 
FOR ME TO YOu 
COME HOME, LATER! 








PIPPIRA! 
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THE FULLNESS I BELIEVE 


OF THE MID- 
SUMMER'S 
COOL BREEZES 
FILLS MY 
WINGS... 





LILIES IN 
SRN THERE, IT 






MamBhy N 
Oc BED 7 


° erm: . 





MORE 
HUMID! 


NV an wy 
See! H 
=> ne 






































































































































GEE 


























WHE! 

SCARED <1) NNN Racoos, | Ae 
ENOUGH! Jl! He Makes 
HIMSELF 
VERY THIN. 


wre WHIRL 




















































































































2 |] PHEW... NOW 
© ms I REALLY FEEL 
\S LIKE A HUMAN 
e BEING AGAIN... 
i 
SS Fu 
= Y) ) ) 
AH? YOU CAME a 
TO TOWN FOR Bee 
WORK AND NOW . 
YOU CAN'T GET a) 
BACK, BECAUSE OF ba GS 
THE TYPHOON? 7 
AND YOU'RE 
COMING 
HERE?? 


OH, I 
SHOULD 
CLOSE THE 
SHUTTERS. 
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wea yp 





ties ote 
THAT WAS JUST pete: 
LIGHTNING! }&. i 
I SWEAR! 


iD 
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«NAH. 


“Mla” sa8s3e 
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OH HEY, 
THIS ISN'TA THERE'S AN 
SLEEP-OVER, ALL-NIGHT 


DADI! 


7 
, Atte — ‘Day 
AN 


IK 





‘COME ON IN! 

ISN'T IT SO 

AWFUL OUT 
THERE? 











SOMETIMES, WHEN 
TM LOOKING AT 
PIPPIRA FROM THE 
BACK... 






























































AFTER THAT, I SPENT 
THE DAY LOOKING AT 
AMINIATURE DAD... © 

















wry, j 





Se SN) Y/ 
ae y 
=a Q 



































—— (YY = 
SSS SSS NE SSS 
SSS 228855 = 5 

SN 


Sy a. 











OKAY, TONIGHT 





ET | 


( 














LET'S CHANGE 
THE DESIGN OF 
THE ROOM FOR 
JUST A DAY 











wee AND 60, 
FIVE DAYS 
HAVE A LATER... 
SEAT! 
a 
2 
1y Nee 






































Z — 
on HON 
EZ sH\) 
Zz | 
| 
YEAH.. MY 
BUDGET y wow, 
W THAT'S 
LITTLE LOW, AMAZING!) 
THOUGH. 
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0 = 
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ava’ 
OH, TM KATSUMI, 
SORRY! Ss] you tert 
JUMBO 
' 4) BEHIND. 
. 


















































MAYBE T'LL OH? 
START TO bran 
DRAW 
AGAIN... 
‘ sy fc 4 
if he . 
SO, AFTER 


THAT, I ASKED MY 
HUSBAND TO MODEL 
FOR ME. TAKE A 





OKAME 1S 
VERY GOOD AT 
ART! WHEN 
WE WERE 
YOUNGER, SHE 
WON AWARDS! 


T'M HOME! FOR 
SOME REASON T 
SUDDENLY WANTED TO 
EAT SOFT MOCHT 
BEAN CAKES!! 


YOU'VE 
GOTTEN A 
LITTLE FAT, 
HAVEN'T YOU 
PIPPIRA? 


ALUM, 














al Bem 























HERE, HAVE 
OOH! | \ 



















































































































































































































































I a THEY CALL LB 
(SOME SANMA] uN aoe TIMES LIKE C LEP } 
TO BRING f OF FALL, 1S "AUTUMN ae 
HOME. YEAH? WITH A CLEAR TANTTANN \ 
Se ee SKY, AND Geir \ 
L STOUT RE? Jy 
4p 2 HORSES." TE ( 
eh OD em Sar eS \ 
u ‘| en ne \\ 
ws Z \ a 
| S11) 



























































<<" THETRUTHIS 
~~~ WHEN I WAS A KID, 
ws DALWAYS THOUGHT 
THAT THIS 15 WHAT 

THAT MEANT... 








14 T 
THIS BOOK WAS 
REALLY GOOD, YOU 
SHOULD READ IT 
WHILE EATING 
THESE COOKIES! 









ARE YOU 
GONNA DO 
THIS FALL? 


———" 
sell " 
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SS 














\\ 
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AY 

\ N \\\ 
SN 


wy" 
A 
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SS 


SS 


NS 


Dy 
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AY 
SOS 
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hi 


ail 
i My 


YOU'VE BEEN 
KNITTING THAT 


B FIRST FALL 
FOR BYEARS!!? IN LOVE, 
KATSUMI? 


REALLY?? 
WHO!? 


TIME, AND YOU 
HAVEN'T MADE 
PROGRESS? 


MAYBE FROM 
TIME TO TIME 
YOU COULD 
SWITCH OVER 
TO KNITTING 
SOMETHING 
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ano THEN YE, £4 BE FOR 
MAYBE TILL : a> 
MAKE A re) 
SCARF FOR ‘ 
TSUNA... 
ae 





ND 
© 





























































































































































































































bY 


AHHH, WELL I WAS GONNA 
T ONLY JUST CHOKE HIM FROM 
BEHIND AND 
MEASURE HIM 
WHILE HE WAS: 





THE GYM AND 
CALLED HIM 















x~T 
A| 


TA 





6: i 
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REALLY? YOU 
REALLY WANTED 
ME TO MAKE 














YOU THAT!? 

















OH, I TOOK 
THEM SO T 
COULD SEND A 
NICE NEW YEAR'S] 
CARD, BUT... 




















































































































































































































BRA‘A‘AN 
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ieee (i 


REALLY? 
WHERE? 
WHERE? 








| : Int i 
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YO 




































































ISN'T THIS 
APHOTO OF 
AGHOST? 


STOP 
DANCING! 
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































TLL SPREAD 
OUT THIS NEWS- 
PAPER SO THAT 
THE TABLE WON'T 
GET DIRTY. 








CALLop, GALLOP 
SA »,Aliop 
Se 


Te Ais 


HE IS! 
WOW, IT'S 


PRETTY 
QUIET OVER 
THERE! 








PIPPIRA? 



























































KIMIKO... 


«YOU THINK 
I CAN EAT THIS 
SUPER SALTY 





S WHYS 
I TOLD \\ pie Wy 
YOU $l! / 
L : WY N( ti YP Z 
\ at HE 
ape . 5 












































LETTER FROM 
SOMEONE! 














I SCREWED 
UP AND 


SENT THEM 
TOO EARLY! 















































aZ 

































































YEAH, SHE'S GOT 
A COLD, SO I WAS 
ABOUT TO GO 
VISIT HER. 


yy. 


Gig) 


iN 

















































































































































































































































































































YOU... YOU 
) WORRIED 
"| ABOUT ME, 
DIDN'T YOU? 








ET 4 
lS 


bp fi 















































ayy tS 
OH, se OF 
| 208 YOU DIDN'T 
- THE NEW 
a 
7 YEAR'S PARTY 
Nhe Se 
rm 2 
i 
: “us 
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HERE, I 
GOT YOU A 
PRESENT! 








IF YOU CATCHA 
COLD, THE BEST 
THING TO DO IS 
QUIETLY RELAX 
AND SLEEP. 


IT ISI, 


JUMBO 
BUDGERIGAR. 





























ew 


nae 


pail 
Ah QUNIOW 







__{C'MON, ma_/ YOU SAID 


—|suprosev}] 





~Y/ SO, WHEN YOU HAVE 
A COLD, YOU HAVE TO 








KATSUMI ENDED 
UP STAYING HOME 
FROM WORK FOR 
THREE DAYS IN 


SOMEHOW 








wx” SF IIT i 










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































YEAH, BUT IT'D WO 
BE SAD FORA Ve ii +, 
"q 


VALENTINE'S 
GIFT... SOT'D 
BUY THEM ONE 
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YOU SURE ARE 
WEARING A LOT 





IN A BIRD'S THROAT, 
THERE'S AN ORGAN 
CALLED THE CROP. 
IT'S LIKE A BAG AND 
THEY USE IT TO 
STORE SEED. 




































































































































































< THEY USE IT TO 
Ants era GIVE COLLECTED 
SEEDS TO THETR 


V 
HERE YOU GO, 

THIS ONE'S FOR 
YOU, PIPPIRA! 


OKAY! I DON'T 
NEED ANY!! 


dl 












Dik 
ABSOLUTELY 
COULDN'T 
GIVE IT TO 
HIM...! 




















ARS 


STE | 
AY i 






WE'VE GOT A LOT 
OF EXTRA SEED 

NOW, SO WHY DON'T 
WE SHARE WITH 
THE SPARROWS 
OUTSIDE? 
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ie ' 
i — ay 





Ma 
| 
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1 
{ -< ———= —_——_, ‘ 
} i Sm 

L___IL_1|. Zatal 








«USED HIS 
OWN SPECIAL 
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\ 
My th y 


Ni ) KA 





PUSH, 


IT TURNED OUT 
THAT HIS TOES ISN'T THAT 
WERE CAUGHT IN FRAUD!? 
MY HAIR, AND HE 
COULDNT GET OUT, 
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aurr tr! 












































KIMI... TAKE 


THIS MONEY FROM| 
THE EXPENSE 


ACCOUNT, AND 
CHANGE YOUR 
g HAIRCLIT ONCE 





























































































































































































































er 
Lers see |e oDet 
WHAT TSUNA 
HAS TO SAY 
ABOUT MY 
NEW HATR... a 

























Ni) 


tl 


ae 


te 
— 
TTATTTTTTT 


























WELL YEAH, 
BUT I'M 

















SS 


SOR 
A\eeriton 
































PIRA... THIS 
BIRD CERTAINLY 
LOOKS LIKE 











FOR MANY 
MONTHS AND 
YEARS IT HAD 
CONTINUED TO 
QUIETLY WAIT 
FOR A CUSTOMER. 







IT WAS BECALISE 
OF THIS THING, 
STANDING 
UNASSUMINGLY 
IN A CORNER OF 
THE PUBLIC BATH 














>AV0 | 


y Fi 
































AND THAT 

WORK WAS 

© A 4 EXCRUCIATINGLY 
HAPPENIN’ AND 

TUBULAR. 





THEY CALL THEM EVEN THOUGH THEY'RE 
THAT WHEN THE CALLED SHOW BUDGIES, 
FEATHERS ON THEY DON'T ACTUALLY 
THEIR HEADS OR PUT ON SHOWS. 
BACKS ARE CURLY. 
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TA-DAH 4 & 








TM 
HOME! 
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iy 
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TTT 


AFTER BABY CHICKS 
HATCH, THEY THINK OF 
THE FIRST MOVING THING 
THEY SEE AS THEIR 
MOTHER OR FATHER. 


Im 


THIS IS 


CALLED 
IMPRINTING [IM-PRINT-ING] IMPRINTING. 


OOLOGIST KONRAD LORENTZ WAS 
PNE OF THE ADVOCATES OF THE THEORY 
pF IMPRINTING, AND HE PERFORMED THE 
ARLIEST SUCCESSFUL EXPERIMENTS ON 
IE TOPIC. HE DISCOVERED THAT THERE 
REATURE'S LIFE 












PLAYING 
BASEBALL 
AGAINST THEI 

Aw NEXT TOWN 












THIS ISN'T 
THE WAY YOU 


SEEMS LIKE GUYS GO AND 


THAT NAP YOU 
TOOK REFUSES 
TO LET YOU GO... 


) 


4 


acct tom. 
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FEAST YOUR Irist, 
EYES UPON MY JUMBO 
MAJESTIC AND Y BUDGERIGAR. 


STATURE. 


MYSELF YET AGAIN, PLEASE 
THOROUGHLY 
COMPARE ME TO 


ie YOUR AVERAGE 
4 BUDGERIGAR. 
ve 
Ye 


WANDER 





I'M HOME! T 
LLECTED THESE 
CHERRY 
BLOSSOMS 
FOR YOU. 
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ON, OH, T " 
HOMERS KNOW! aN GIVE SOME 
WHERE THE ete CHICKWEED TO 
CLOUDS MEAN } eH AYWR THE BIRDS IN 
7060... yb THE STORE, BUT 
nah -— TM NOT SURE 
y WHERE IT 
GROWS, 
i) vest 
je? fy 
A 
m% Eo 

























_ HOW FAR THE AND THEN 

SKY EXTENDS are A 
BEYOND THE CLUMP OF 
HORIZON... TT OVER 






OVER 
AND THERE, 

















$0 AS NOT TO 
KILL THE ROOTS, 
THE TRICK IS TO 

ONLY TAKE A 
LITTLE AT A TIME. 


se WHERE 
PIPPIRA WILL SOMETIMES, 


BEFORE I 
Fae OUT OM GET PAID I 


>, 
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OH, 





























TM 
we PEEL LUCKIER ip ane 50 
THAN ANY MOTHER DON'T HAPPY. 
OUGHT TO FEEL. HAVE. ANY 
CHILDREN... y 2 
2 
j ASS) Cr ith 
it ike u/ ‘e Hh 
s (es Zz ue he ; 


COME BACK 


pent araRe THOSE BAMHI) 
, YOU! 


FRIENDS 
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YOU'VE GOT A 
MOM OUT THERE 
100, PIPPIRA... 


4 
Th 
\e9 


iN 








THE ONES T 
SOU EROM 
EVERYONE ELSE 
WERE NDGLY 
FINISHED 
BLOOMING. YOUR 
GIFT SUST 

STARTED, SO 











«WAS THAT THERE 
Pree lig ile 
Wiig Wie Vey 
INTERESTED IN 
THOSE FLOWERS... 


FLOWERS, 
BUT... 












UN Sie eaer232 > 
mA Ni 4 i i 

‘ , al! i 

— a ih 

UHM... MY mi \ NG wes 

DOWN THERE. . 






























































a iV ene 
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ju Ne (i (| 
—_ \\° 
cs 
ut 
AT ian Na 
i Ki 
1 - ° i 
(mM) 7 
@ Os fh, 
\\ Le 8" 
YG 
| 
4 ‘ OH NOOO! ‘ ut \ 
x IN uN 4 
ww * YI arn I'MS0 o? N ) 
iN SORRY!!! 
\ is AN 
\\ Ro TT 
\\\ fil | 
al) 
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tb |} 
Hi 
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YOON; ‘G Z 
SS. _\\ 
eo 


—— 


RAY 


————ESS 





Fant 
































DON'T LINDER- 


|| RUNNING FOR FOOD 
'\ "ts My SPECIALTY! 





















































AND TSUNAYOSHT 
HAD LEFT ONE 
MORE VERY 
IMPORTANT 
THING BEHIND (|= 
AT KIMIKO'S 














IT WONDER 
WHERE IN THE 
WORLD YOU 
FOUND IT...? 



























































































































































































































































































































































































































FEEL FREETO 
GAZE DEEPLY 

AT MY LARGE 

AND BEAUTIFUL > 









































































































































































































































































































































































































































VIEW THIS 

MYSELF PIPPIRA COMPARISON 
BETWEEN 

MYSELF AND 

ANORMAL 

BUDGIE. 



































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































TOGETHER 
= WE MUCH 
RESEMBLE 










































FOR A MINUTE 
I THOUGHT THERE 
WAS SOMETHING 


CHI CHI CHI CHI CHI 











cy 





I WANT TO 









OLD MAN, 
YOUR EYES 
ARE ALL 
RED! 





































\__] 1 sPenr THe WHOLE 
A NIGHT MAKING THIS. 
Z| THE NEWS EVEN 

@ 


FILMED IT! 


IS © PLUS, THIS PLACE 
MADE OF © NEEDS SOME DECOR. 
A MERE @ 

HOBBY 2 Xv ve 
SCULP- a= 2 2 
TOR. SoS 























































































































BR 
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my 
q 





1AM SO BEAUTIFUL BUT I, JUMBO 
THAT MERE WORDS BUDGERIGAR... 
COULD HARDLY 


I FINO THAT 
INAPPROPRIATE 
WORDS ARE 


Say EVEN LESS 
SH Necessary. 
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KATSUMI, 
I'VE BEEN 


aT 

ODT \ ] 

lei | 
Mgr 





JUMBO, 
AFTER ALL! 







m4 8 


ob i 












OH, OKAMT, 
Eisele YOUR EYES 
DECORATE Ret. 
THE STORE. A RED 
I PULLED [nf OU, 
AN ALL- ke s 
NIGHTER. 













































































BUT FIRST, 


WHY'D YOU USE 
A CRESTED IBIS 
AS A MODEL 
AGAIN? 





BIRDS USE THE 
POCKETS OF AIR 
INSIDE THEIR 
FEATHERS TO 
CONTROL THEIR 


TEMPERATURE. 


PART 2B 





SO WHEN THEY'RE 
COLD, THEY GO 
LIKE THIS.. 





AND WHEN THEY'RE 
HOT, THEY GO 
LIKE THIS. 













alll | i 


iA - VL a ‘ROM THI 
A Mi 


a= 
sO 


7) 
al \% wy 
(‘as 










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































IT'S NICE 
AND CHILLY. 


‘SNOW FALLING 
AND ALL. 
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ASR (] 
4). SS 

7 al >| mister 

ES con 

yy | ia S 
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e 4) 


& 
_{ «DF 












> SUMMER 
FESTIVAL 
WoRKe 
vierray +0 


= 











HUE asus 


8 wee 





weno | 


WHEN I WAS 
CANDY BOX rw ELEMENTARY 


SEU \ 
CONSTRUCTION 


See AS ‘ PAPER FISH 















































| 
[ON 


LWONDER IF 
THEY WOULD 
HAVE HADA 

SIMILAR APPEAL 
70 PIPPIRA.... 

































































IS THE 


___ BIRD FEED 





BARLEY RICE 
AND PICKLED 
DAIKON ARE 



























































TO HAVE A 
FRIEND 


TM 
HOME... 






































IF YOU ALREADY 
ATE MY PORTION, 
JUST SAY SO!! 


























































































































> {is 
22 GET OUT 
2 OF HERE, 

You. 
08 908 
e 

: 
GBS Sih 
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WHAT'S THE 

DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN A 

AND B? 


THE ANSWER IS: 
THE SEEDS 

HAVE BEEN 
HUSKED AT SOME 
POINT AND 
DISAPPEARED 
INSIDE THE BIRD. 
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I TOOK SOME| HAVEN'T eemsie a 


VACATION SEEN aeate tL 
AND WENT TO YOU IN A 1 CANARY SEE 
A FOSSIL \ WHILE! 
DIG SITE. MN 
a 
yy 
































































































1 GOT 
THIS FOR 
YOU WHILE 
IT WAS 


I STAND OUT PRETTY 
WELL FROM THE REST 
OF THE SEEDS IN THE 

BIRDSEED. I'M 
PRETTY DARN 
POPULAR. 





Ao? 
oe heat So 20 














oi ete I SHINE LIKE 

BLACK TEA, AND 
CAREFUL NOT AM EVEN PREM 
TO GET TOO GOOD-LOOKIN’ WHEN 
MUCH OF ME. YOU SHELL ME. 





SEEM TO 
HAVE A 
HIGH FAT 








FOUR YEARS AGO IN THE SUMMERTIME, I PICKED LIP A BUDGERIGAR BY 
THE SIDE OF THE ROAD. THROUGH MY OWN CARELESSNESS, IT ESCAPED A 
FEW DAYS LATER, BUT I COULDN'T FORGET HOW FUN THAT SHORT TIME WAS. 
IN THE FALL, I BOUGHT MY OWN LITTLE CHICK. SHE SANG LIKE A BELL AND 
GREW LIKE A WEED, SO I CALLED HER SUZUSHIRO: SUZU FOR BELL, BUT 
ALSO A PUN ON SUZUSHIRO, ANOTHER WORD FOR A DAIKON RADISH. AFTER 
I'D LIVED WITH MY BLUDGIE FOR A HALF-YEAR, I WANTED TO TELL SOMEONE 
HOW HAPPY IT MADE ME, SO I PICKED LP MY BRUSH AND STARTED TO DRAW. 


I DECIDED ON A FOUR KOMA, BECALISE OF THE PANEL LAYOUT AND 
LENGTH. I WANTED IT TO HAVE A CALM, EVERYDAY SORT OF FORMAT. BUT 
COMING UP WITH THE MATERIAL FOR THIS EVERYDAY, TRUTHFUL SORT OF 
COMIC WAS A SERIES OF ADVENTURES FOR ME. AT ABOUT PART 2 OF 
PIPPIRA NOTE, SUZUSHIRO LAID HER FIRST EGG, AT AROLIND PART 20, 
ANOTHER MAGAZINE HIRED ME TO DRAW MANGA FOR THEM, AND AT ABOLIT 
23, I STARTED TO TAKE CARE OF ANOTHER BIRD, PLASMA. AND AT PART 29, I 
GOT MARRIED. 


AND THEN AT PART 38, ON A BEALITIFUL DAY IN THE SPRING, SUZUSHIRO 
FLEW OFF AND DISAPPEARED. 


IF I HADN'T MET MR. RIN FROM FUTABASHA, TODAY I'D STILL BE AN 
ECCENTRIC AMATELIR MANGA ARTIST. AND MR. SOMEYA, I WILL TRY MY BEST 
TO BE ABLE TO SOMEDAY REPAY EVERYTHING YOLI'VE DONE FOR ME. AND OF 
COURSE OF ALL THE PEOPLE INVOLVED, I CAN'T POSSIBLY FORGET TO 
COUNT YOU, ONE OF THE MANY WONDERFUL PEOPLE WHO DO ME THE PLEA- 
SURE OF READING THIS COMIC. I THINK IT'S DUE TO ALL OF YOU THAT I AM 
ABLE TO CONTINUE DRAWING MANGA LIKE THIS. 


IF I COULD ALLOW YOU TO FEEL JUST A BIT OF THE ENJOYMENT THAT I 
HAD, AS WELL AS THE STIFF SHOULDERS I GOT FROM THE WEIGHT OF A 
SINGLE LITTLE BIRD, I'LL BE HAPPY. 


THANK YOL SO MUCH FOR COMING ALONG WITH ME ON THIS JOURNEY. I 
HOPE TO SEE YOU ALL AGAIN SOMETIME SOON. 





THE YEAR 2000, ON A WINDY DAY IN EARLY SPRING. 


FUMIYO KOUNO 
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WHEN T COULD BEFORE 
NOT LIFT A IT GOT DARK 
FOOT ANY at OUT, I WENT 
fers, WON, 

p ns 


BEHIND THE 
CURTAIN, THE 
WINDOW WAS 
JUST THE 
TINIEST BIT 
OPEN. 














































































































SUZUSHIRO 
DISAPPEARED. 


MAY 2000 


























WHEREVER YOU 
ARE, SUZUSHIRO, 






I PRAY THAT YOU 
KNOW THAT PIPPIRA 
NOTE CONTINUES. 
i hd 
ap fOllRE 
TING try 
gn? = 






T Her 
NEW OWNER 


RIGHT, WELL, THIS 
PLASMA? IS YOUR 
CHANCE... 


STAPLES 
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They IN THE COURSE 
8 
Tyger BUT THEY OF THE CONVER- 
Bag TAPER _ COULDNT = Sarton, TT WAS 
AG... TAKE CARE OF = eae Tar TP 
THE BIRD, SO WASN'T 
WE TOOK IT IN. suZusHTRO 
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THE PRESENT ~ 
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